God's Master Plan Bible Study

Lesson 3 – Conscience

God's Master Plan #3 – Conscience


After the judgments of God were given in response to Adam and Eve’s sin, they were forced to leave the garden of paradise in Eden, never to return.  Sin had robbed them of their eternal life in the garden, of their close fellowship with God, and from their primary food source.  But God did not leave them hopeless or without a chance at eventual salvation and before they left the garden, we find that God clothed them:    

Gen 3:21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them. 

The garments clothed their nakedness, but there was also an important principle being established here of a blood sacrifice of an innocent creature being necessary to pay the price of sin.  From this point on in the plan of God, for sin to be forgiven, an innocent life’s blood would have to be sacrificed.  In scripture, this principle is called “atonement.”  

In the Era of Innocence, salvation was based entirely upon whether or not humanity obeyed the Word of God.  In this new Era of Conscience, humanity would still have to obey the commandments of the Word of God, but a new stipulation was added:  no longer would men have the close fellowship and access every evening with God, and so they would have to learn to listen to their conscience to tell the difference between right and wrong.  

Our conscience is the part of every human that God gave to discern the difference between right and wrong.  For many people, their conscience speaks as a “voice inside their head” telling you what you should do or that what you just did was “wrong.”  Do not ignore your conscience, because God still speaks to us through it!  

Gen 4:1-2 Now the man had relations with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a manchild with the help of the LORD." 2 Again, she gave birth to his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 

It was not long after the ousting from the garden, that Eve began to produce children.  The first baby was a boy that she named Cain.  The second baby was also a boy whom she named Abel.  The name “Cain” means “to have obtained” and he was so named because he was the first baby obtained by Eve from the Lord.  The name “Abel” means “a breath.”  Despite what many teach, the Bible clearly indicates that both Cain and Abel were the sons from the union of Adam and Eve.  As the boys grew up, the differences in personality emerged into their choosing different fields of labor.  Cain became a farmer like his father, and Abel became a shepherd.  

Gen 4:3-4a So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the LORD of the fruit of the ground. 4 Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions.

Somehow the boys knew that they were required to bring a sacrifice to God.  It is most likely that they were taught this from Adam who was taught this by God when the first sacrifice was performed to cloth Adam and Eve.  This indicates to us that the Word of God that must be obeyed had commanded a sacrifice to be brought periodically.  

When the boys came to bring their sacrifice, Cain brought fruit and vegetables from the crops that he had harvested, but Abel brought of the firstborn and finest of his sheep to sacrifice.    

Gen 4:4b-5 And the LORD had regard for Abel and for his offering; 5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell. 

God accepted Abel’s offering because it was a blood sacrifice, but Cain’s offering was a bloodless sacrifice and therefore could not be accepted for his sin.  This teaches us that the Word of God has spoken that not just any sacrifice would do, but that a blood sacrifice had to be given to please Him.  When God refused to accept Cain’s sacrifice, the scriptures record that Cain became angry and his face revealed his inner feelings.  

Gen 4:6-7 Then the LORD said to Cain, " Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 " If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it." 

In the master plan of God, blood would be required to cover sins and would teach us the importance of Calvary; therefore God could not accept Cain’s disobedience to his plan.  Cain did not understand this and became angry.  He should have been grateful because God’s mercy did not bring judgment and complete rejection, but was giving Cain another chance.  All Cain had to do now that he had been corrected was to bring a right sacrifice.  He could take of his fruit and crops and exchange them with Abel for a lamb and God would be pleased.  

Many people even today, try to serve God and sacrifice for His kingdom and bring Him offerings and get mad when God does not respond as they think that He should.  It’s possible to be sincere and be sincerely wrong.  It’s possible to try to serve God and bring Him offerings and yet not be accepted because you did not bring exactly what God required.  Because of His master plan, God cannot just accept any religious effort that we choose, but He is very specific in how He wants to be worshipped.  Notice the following principles from later scriptures:

· God does not want to just be worshipped but to be worshipped in spirit and in truth.
   

· God does not want just any sacrifice but the sacrifice of a repentant heart and a right spirit toward Him.
 

· Obedience is greater than sacrifice

1 Sam 15:22 Samuel said, " Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 

From all of this a principle emerges that is very important to grasp.  Religious activity – even if it is given with great dedication and sacrifice – is not pleasing to God if it is not what God has asked for in the commandments of His Word.  Furthermore, in requiring what He has asked, God is very precise and exact.  

At this point in the story, Cain had a choice to make:  either he would repent and bring what God desired, or he would get bitter and react in anger.  Unfortunately, the Bible tells us that Cain made the wrong choice.

Gen 4:8 Cain told Abel his brother. And it came about when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. 

Somewhere in his anger, Cain voiced his displeasure with God to his brother, and obviously Abel did not agree but urged Cain to do the right thing.  Instead, Cain struck his brother in anger and murdered him in a nearby field.  

Gen 4:9-10 Then the LORD said to Cain, " Where is Abel your brother?" And he said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?" 10 He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to Me from the ground. 

When Cain tried to hide his sinful actions, the Lord confronted him with what he had done.  To be saved, Cain was required in this era to obey the Word of God by bringing a blood sacrifice and to listen to his conscience about what was right or wrong.  By bringing the wrong sacrifice, and refusing to listen to the inward voice that testified within him that murder was not the right course of action, Cain failed in both directives.  

It is here that the question arises of “why did Cain do what he did and make the choices that he made?”  “Why did Cain not do right?”  The only way to answer this question is to ask another question and first answer it; that other question is, “why did Abel do what was pleasing to God?”  

Heb 11:1-4 Now faith is the assurance of things  hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the men of old gained approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks. 

The 11th chapter of the book of Hebrews is known as the “hall of fame of faith” because here many people that pleased God regardless of their era are listed and praised as an example to us.  “Faith” is believing God for something that you have not seen happen in your life, and then taking action towards that belief before you see proof that it will happen.  The 4th verse lets us know that the one ingredient in Abel’s life and sacrifice that was missing in Cain’s actions was “faith.”  Because of the curse of sin, neither of the boys had evidence that God would accept their offering and be pleased with it.  Neither of them had seen anyone pardoned for their sin by giving a blood sacrifice.  They were offering their sacrifices before receiving the pardon and forgiveness.  But Abel offered his sacrifice with faith that God would accept it.  Cain did not.  The 11th chapter of Hebrews goes on to tell us:

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

Here is found the difference between the two boys:  Abel believed that God would reward him with blessings and mercy for his obedience and so was careful to do everything just like God had commanded.  Cain was not really convinced that God would respond favorably and when because of his inexactness of obedience God did not respond favorably, Cain got mad at God and at his brother.  Ultimately, Cain’s sacrifice was not accepted because it was not offered in faith
.    

In our brief foray into the 11th chapter of Hebrews, we skipped the 5th verse, which mentioned another hero of faith who lived within this same time frame of history.  

Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God. 

We are not given large volumes of information about this man named Enoch, but it is obvious that he pleased God in this era.  The book of Genesis also reinforces the teaching that he did not die but was “taken up” by God.    

Gen 5:22-24 Then Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he became the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and daughters. 23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him. 

When he was sixty-five years old, Enoch’s wife had a son whom he named Methuselah
.  He lived on earth for three hundred years after that event and was so faithful to God’s plan, that the scripture simply states:  “God took him.”  This information combined with Hebrews 11:5 which said that he did not “see death” indicates to us that Enoch was taken alive into glory by God because of his righteousness.  Enoch, then, joins the elite company of the prophet Elijah as the only two people ever taken alive to heaven without having to face death.
  Enoch is only mentioned in scripture in one other place, the New Testament book of Jude, when he was discussing men who were rebellious and disobedient to the plan of God:

Jude 14-15 It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 

From these scriptures we find that Enoch was a prophet and a preacher and spoke out against men who would refuse to obey the will of God and warned them that the “Lord was coming!”  God obviously looked down and was pleased with not only Enoch’s personal obedience but also with his stand for righteousness and decided that He wanted Enoch with Him in glory.  God is looking in every era for men and women willing to please Him exactly and obediently.  

Gen 6:5-8 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 The LORD said, " I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them." 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 

Despite the simple rules of this era, only three men are mentioned in scripture as having “pleased God.”  We have learned of Abel and Enoch, and now as we come to the end of the era, we find that the world is so bad that only one man is found doing God’s will:  a man named Noah.  The vast majority of people did not please God in any way, and as the actions of humanity became more and more evil, God decided to destroy all of humanity with a great Flood.  

Gen 6:9-12 These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God. 10 Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 11 Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth. 

As God looked across the earth at the great evil of mankind, He noticed that one man, Noah, was living according to His commandments.  Noah had three sons named Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  God decided to destroy humanity, but to first provide a way of escape for this righteous man and his family.     

Gen 6:13-16 Then God said to Noah, " The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth. 14 "Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it inside and out with pitch. 15 "This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 16 "You shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit from the top; and set the door of the ark in the side of it; you shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. 

God gave Noah plans for a great boat that would protect all that were onboard from the coming destruction.  Most scholars agree that “gopher wood” refers to the wood that we commonly call “cypress.”  Cypress does not rot easily nor is it habitable for worms and wood-boring insects.  A “cubit” was an ancient form of measurement derived from the distance between a man’s elbow and the tip of his middle finger.  We do not know how big a man Noah was, but the cubit eventually came to be a standard of measurement approximately eighteen inches long
.  That would translate the measurements for Noah’s ark as a vessel four hundred and fifty feet long, seventy-five feet in width, and forty-five feet in height
.  The floor plan called for three levels of living quarters.  Despite how modern artists often render the ark, it was shaped like a box without the dynamic tapering and sleek lines of modern day watercraft.  Noah’s ark was essentially a giant floating, multileveled barge.  It had one door on the side which God, Himself, would shut and one window on the top level which looked straight up
.  

As Noah built the ark, he also preached about the coming flood and tried to get others to plan to come aboard and be saved.  In the end, he was successful in only saving his wife, three sons, and three daughters in law.  This, however, was success enough to get him recorded as a man of faith in the 11th chapter of Hebrews:

Heb 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 

Despite the entire earth’s decision to do evil, Noah chose to do what was right and faithfully obeyed God’s commandment.  Noah stands across from Cain as the example of how to respond to God’s detailed command, no matter how foolish that they may seem!  This Era of Conscience spans from the Adam and Eve leaving the Garden of Eden until Noah’s boarding of the Ark of safety and lasted approximately one thousand, six hundred, and fifty-six years
.             

In Summary, the Era of Conscience:

Began with a promise that man could still find favor with God despite his sin. 

Ended with a judgment of death on all mankind except the family of Noah.

For salvation man had only to obey the Word of the LORD by giving worthy blood sacrifices, have faith that God would accept their offerings, and listen to their conscience.

The major event that led to the ending of Conscience was the Flood.

The era probably lasted 1,656 years.

The era did not provide for the regeneration of man’s now dead spirit.

�	 See John 4:24.


�	 See Psalms 51:16-17.


�	 Methuselah is famous because he has the longest recorded life span on record in human history, dying only after reaching the ripe-old age of 969 (Genesis 5:27).   


�	 See 2 Kings 2:11.  The Rapture of the Church in the future will include a resurrection of dead saints as well as the instant transformation and catching away of “we who are alive and remain” (1 Thessalonians 4:17).  In this way, Enoch and Elijah foreshadow the Rapture of the Church.  There have been only two humans to fly away without facing death in history, but there will one day be many more names added to that elite group!  


�	 The eighteen-inch mark was a much later historical measurement.  There is some historical evidence, which indicates that in more ancient times, a twenty-one inch “cubit” was used.  Either way, Noah’s ark was “one big boat” and capable of holding and performing as the scriptures describe.   


�	 It is also interesting to note that whereas only God could shut and open the door, it was up to Noah to open or close the window.  This typifies that only God can open or close the door of safety to a generation, but if we are to look upward to the heavens, it must be us who initiate the exchange.   


�	 A figure reached by adding all of the ages of the genealogies and “begets” of Genesis.  It assumes that Eve conceived her first child shortly after being expelled from the garden.   





�	Endnotes





	� This story definitely relates and teaches us principles that are important for our own lives today.  The first two occupations mentioned in scripture were “farmer” and “shepherd.”  The “farmer” representing men called to make a living in a normal way and to live their life with the call to serve God.  The word “pastor” is literally in the Greek “shepherd” and so the occupation of a shepherd represents men called to be spiritual overseers of the flock of saints.  As in the story of Cain and Abel, sometimes in life men and women sincerely try to offer a sacrifice of praise or obedience to God and yet do not please God because they do not exactly obey what God has required.  When the voice of God deals with them about it and then a “shepherd” – a man of God – confirms the voice of God, the natural response is to get mad at God and then mad at His spokesperson and some even go as far as Cain and “cut off” the voice of the man of God in their life.  Really what they needed to do was to change their behavior, allow God to change their spirit and attitude, and back up and do exactly what God required.  





	Every so often, I come across someone who has obeyed the scripture in an ambiguous form but has not exactly obeyed scripture as God had commanded.  For example, they may have prayed a sinner’s prayer, but never truly repented.  They may have been baptized but not in the name of Jesus, as we will eventually see is the only scriptural way to be baptized.  They may have felt God’s Spirit and even had a tremendous religious and life-changing experience but never received the Holy Ghost as revealed by the book of Acts.  When a person receives more exact knowledge of what God’s Word has commanded, then they are faced with a decision.  Like Cain, they can either back up and say “I want to obey God’s Word completely” and offer up a sacrifice of faith, or they can get mad and refuse to move on in God and hold on to their “obedience” which did not really give God exactly what He asked.  Remember that Cain responded like he did because of a lack of faith.  If a person has faith then their response to seeing that they need to be baptized in the name of Jesus will be “God will bless me more if I exactly obey His word” and they will get rebaptized.  But if they refuse, then it shows a lack of faith in their life.  Maybe the plan of God for your life has been progressive in its revelation and you have gradually gained more and more insight into what you should do to please God.  If so, then do not use the progressiveness to keep you from obeying everything that God has commanded and do not think that more exact obedience negates or cheapens previous experiences in God.  Then you walked in the light that you had then and God blessed you for it, but now walk in the even greater light that you have and God will continue to bless you.  Whatever you do, refuse to make the same mistake of Cain and shut out the Word of God and kill the “shepherd” trying to speak in your life.  





�	 A few years ago, Commander Lee Touchberry of the U.S. Navy took the ark's dimensions and put them into the Navy's computerized programs.  Calculations showed that the dimensions of the ark were a perfect match with the Navy's ideal ship dimension ratio.  This means that the ark was very ably designed for it's purpose not only in capacity but in ratio and all of this proves that not only is the story true, but that God was indeed the designer!  It would have been impossible for Moses, the writer of Genesis, to come up with such perfect dimensions on his own.  It's obvious that the God who carefully designed the universe was also the creator of the ark of Noah's day.  The old preacher’s joke is that “the Titanic was built by professionals, but the ark was built by an amateur following the plans of God.”    
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