Tomorrow 

It is a sign in Joe’s Crab Shack, a sign amidst a plethora of signs that make up the décor in the seafood outlet.  You know the place, the place where you go to get seafood and pay by the inch that it had to crawl to get here in the desert.  You have to pay $4 a gallon to get to the place and then pay out the wazoo per pound for your seafood.  So they run specials.  And this sign advertised a great sounding special; the sign read simply, “Free Crabs Tomorrow.”  

Free crabs?  Hooray!  That’s worth the drive in to the restaurant!  And it sounds great until you realize that the sign never changes.  When you come back tomorrow, it will still read, “Free Crabs Tomorrow.”  It’s a cruel joke on those who need their iodine and cayenne intake because as all of us know, the joke is that “Tomorrow Never Comes.”  

_______________________________________________________________________

Heb 3:12-15 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called "today," that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 15 As it is said,  "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion." ESV

2 Cor 6:1-2 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says,  "In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. ESV

Josh 3:5 Then Joshua said to the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you." ESV

_______________________________________________________________________ 

It is the one thing that we tire of hearing and the one word that we loathe to receive as an answer in anything:  we hate for someone to tell us, “Tomorrow.”  It’s like saying, “we’re putting it off to another day.”  We ask for a raise and we hear, “maybe tomorrow.”  And then, like Dagwood, the next day you ask again and you hear the same answer, “tomorrow.”  I read every night to my girls and with Jadi I’ve been reading her the Rose years series of books that come after the Little House on the Prairie.  We’re at the last chapter of the last book and Jadi is really sad because it hasn’t turned out like she wanted.  Rose’s longtime boyfriend has kept putting off marriage until now six years have passed and he just came for a visit and when Rose tried to bring the subject up, he has put it off again.  The last chapter of the last book (I read ahead so I could be prepared to deal with the little-girl anguish) is that Rose breaks up with him and moves on in life.  Why?  Because he loves her enough that they are going to get married tomorrow, and after six years of tomorrows, she’s done.

You hear it with people’s promises all of the time.  They’ll come through for you, tomorrow.  You hear it with sports teams – I heard a funny story a few weeks ago of a baseball team that had had decades of losing seasons and that wasn’t drawing but a handful of people even on opening day, and one year on opening day, the first batter got up to bat and the count went full and then on the 3-2 offering, he swung and miss and struck out.  And a fan way up in the bleachers called out loudly in the empty stadium where all could hear, “Oh well, we’ll get ‘em next year!”  In other words, one out into the season, they were already looking forward to next year.  We’ll have a winning team, tomorrow.  We’ll win tomorrow.  In other words, you’re stuck in the basement for the foreseeable future.  In other words there is no hope for today!  Free Crabs Tomorrow!

That sign sums up our world that we live in.  That sign sums up the propaganda of sin that regales us day in and day out.  Sin and the world’s way of doing things promises you all of this great stuff up front and then it never lives up to the initial hype.  And once you take the plunge, then you ask, “When is it going to be all that you said it would be?”  And the answer is always, “tomorrow.”  Free Crabs Tomorrow!

Tomorrow was the favorite word of Egypt’s Pharaoh when God wanted His people to be let go.  The first time the word is ever used in scripture, it flows from Pharaoh’s lips about when he wanted God to deliver him from the plague of frogs.  He hardened his heart and then would promise to let God’s people go, tomorrow.  And then he would harden his heart again and would not let them go.  And then God would send another plague and he would promise to let them go, tomorrow.  And so because Pharaoh loved tomorrow so much, God began to deal with him in terms of tomorrow.  Five times, Moses proclaimed to Pharaoh, “tomorrow this will come to pass.”  Because Pharaoh was a man of tomorrow, God began to deal with him in like terms.  But the difference was that God’s tomorrows really come true!

We have learned something important:  when God promises something tomorrow, then the next day, it comes true today.  But the way of sin and the world is to utter empty promises.  And the danger is that we would allow the principle of the world to cause us to begin to think in terms of the tomorrow that never comes.  This same people who lived in Pharaoh’s Egypt unfortunately began to think the same way that Egypt thought.  God led them out to the wilderness and to the edge of the Promised Land and they suddenly didn’t have the strength to believe God for what He had for them in their today.  They would trust God to take hold of the Promised Land tomorrow and yet it was the tomorrow that never comes.  They might as well have put a sign up that said, “The Promised Land tomorrow!”  “We’ll trust Him tomorrow!”  Free Crabs tomorrow!  And God grew angry with them when they adopted Pharaoh’s language and meaning of the term and so the writer of Hebrews warned us:

Heb 3:12-19 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called "today," that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 15 As it is said,  "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion." 16 For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses? 17 And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief. ESV

Those that Moses led out of Egypt, left Egypt but too much of Egypt was still in them!  And the result was an unbelief that failed to take advantage of what God had for them today!  The result was that when they heard God say, “This will happen tomorrow” they began to view His promises and His Word as that sign in Joe’s Crab Shack.  They viewed it in terms of the world as if it would never happen and so angered the Lord that He swore to Himself that none of that generation would ever enter into His promises.  

This is a solemn warning to you and I!  Do you hear the warning?  “Take care, brothers and sisters,” lest we too have an unbelieving heart of God’s promises!  Take care that we do not take the same tack that leads us to fall away from the living God.  I don’t want to fall away from God, but rather lean on Him and towards Him!  And so the writer commands us to “exhort one another every day as long as it is called ‘today’ that none of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”  Say that with me again, “exhort one another every day as long as it is called ‘today’.”  I’m obeying that commandment today.  

Today is the day of the Lord!  Today is the day that every one of His promises is true!  Today is the day to act for what He has promised to do tomorrow.  But beware that you don’t let sin harden you by its deceitfulness.  In other words, you know that it under delivers – beware that you don’t start treating God with the same expectation!  The deceitfulness of sin is that it makes you believe that everybody is bound up; the deceitfulness of sin is that it can cause you to think that when you hear God’s promises available today and tomorrow, that you start thinking that He is like sin.  But God over delivers!  God always delivers!  And today is the acceptable day to believe His promises!  Today, if you hear His voice, you can receive!  Today, you can have rest and promise!  If the sign of sin is “Free Crabs Tomorrow” then know that the sign of God is “Grace Today!”  But we must beware that we not allow our cynical and hardened hearts to approach God with the same doubt and sardonic view that sin has conditioned us to use.  There is Great Grace today, but you must believe that it is for you today!  

I’ve come to preach to you and I today and remind you that:

God’s promises are only valid today!

They are the exact opposite of the promises of Joe’s Crab Shack:  if you want what God has for you, you must receive them today!  When it is time to believe God’s promises are for you and to step out on them?  The answer to that question is always “today!”  God is the God of “Today!”  Listen to the voice of the Apostle Paul urge you:

2 Cor 6:1-2 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says,  "In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. ESV

Say it with me:  God listens to you “in a favorable time.”  If you want to have God hear your prayer, then you’ve got to pray “in a favorable time.”  Sort of like approaching someone at the right time; when you ask the boss for a raise, you want to make sure that it’s the right time, a favorable time to ask.  You don’t want to catch him on a bad day.  You don’t want him to have his puppy die the day before.  You don’t want to ask in April around the tax deadline.  You try to catch him at a favorable time and it’s the same with God – “in a favorable time I listened to you.”  A key to getting anything from God is to ask in the favorable time.  Like picking the right time to mention to your husband that you stopped by the mall on the way home or that you just purchased another gun for yourself, so is also timing everything with God!  

And furthermore, he tells us, “in a day of salvation I have helped you.”  To get help from God, you must likewise ask in “a day of salvation.”  Timing is ultra-important.  But hold everything and don’t stop until you continue to the end of that passage!  Because this is not God’s version of Joe’s Crab Shack; there is not a sign up in heaven saying, “day of salvation tomorrow” or “it’s a favorable time tomorrow.”  Rather, we are boldly told:  “behold now is the favorable time; behold now is the day of salvation!”  If you want God to help you, then be sure to ask in the day of salvation and Today – today is the day of salvation!  Now is the favorable time for the Lord’s promise in your life!  There is no tomorrow in this promise, but rather it’s today!  Today is the Lord’s day!  Today is the day of salvation!  Today is your day to believe and receive!  Today is the day to get your deliverance.  

Today is the language of Jesus to your life!  He walks into Nazareth, the Bible tells us and opens the scrolls and reads Isaiah about how that He has come to heal the sick and loose the bound and set free the captive and He puts the scrolls down and says, “Today these scriptures are fulfilled in your hearing.”  In other words, “Today, I’m here!” He has walked into that synagogue and hung up His own signs:  “miracles today!”  “Great Grace today!”  “Blessings and promises available today!”  We today are in an even more favorable time than Nazareth was because we are in Grace!  We are in the days following His resurrection and He has not yet returned to judge this world!  He has already conquered death, hell, and the grave!  He has already paid the price for our sin and freedom!  That means that when Jesus walked into this place this morning as you began to praise and worship Him, He hung His own sign up in this place and it says:  “Today is a favorable day!  Today is the day of salvation!”  

As He looked at Zaccheus and said, “come down from the tree, Zaccheus, I’m coming to your house today” so He is calling to each of you today!  He wants to come in and dine and fellowship!  He wants to make sense of the madness in your life!  He wants to be able to pronounce as He did in Zaccheus’ case, “today salvation has come to this house…”  I’m preaching to some of you – both new and old – that you have been living under the deceitfulness of sin that has you believing that true freedom will never happen; that a great anointing will never fall; that the Holy Spirit is beyond you; that God’s calling and purposes for your life can never be fulfilled.  You’ve been looking at the Promises of God as if they said, “Free Crabs tomorrow” but that’s the wrong sign!  That’s not the Lord’s sign:  His sign is “Salvation is available today!”  Freedom is here in the house today!  He wants to not just meet you in the way, but to go home with you afterwards!  Not just to bless you in the synagogue, but to live life with you from inside of you!  He comes with great promises and every one of them is for right now!  His manna is still no good the next day.  Don’t wait until tomorrow, but claim your freedom and act on His promises right now!  God’s promises are valid, but they have an expiration date!  Gather them today!  Eat of them today!  You don’t have tomorrow promised; therefore believe Him today!  

______________________________________________________________________

Now I understand that sometimes there is a long-term result to many of God’s promises.  Like the mighty oak tree, so are some of God’s greatest promises ones that are lived out in terms of years and not hours.  And so we need to grasp this:  don’t be put off if the Lord chooses to use the term “tomorrow.”  This is not Joe’s Crabs, but rather the Lord’s promises and the Lord’s tomorrow always comes!  In our last text, Joshua told the people of Israel:

Josh 3:5 Then Joshua said to the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you." ESV

This was the night before they entered into the Promised Land.  This was not an empty promise for their tomorrow quickly became their today.  They woke up and saw the Lord roll back the swollen waters of the mighty Jordan River!  They woke up and walked across into God’s promises that very day!  Sometimes the Lord gives us a “tomorrow” but His tomorrow really comes!  When the Lord says, “Free Crabs Tomorrow” then you’d better start preparing today, because you’re going to be cracking the shells and sucking the meat from the claws in the morning!  When the Lord says, “Free Crabs Tomorrow” then you need to act now in preparation because it’s coming more quickly than you think!  Sometimes He tells us “tomorrow” so that we can prepare to be able to handle what is coming!  If the Lord says, “consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you” then consecrate yourselves – get yourselves ready; make room to receive the blessing, because it’s coming!  Somebody grasp the great truth of the matter:

The Lord’s tomorrows always turn into todays! 

Living for God is not blab it and grab it and instant Jello pudding.  There are times that God uses the term “tomorrow” but realize that God’s tomorrows always come to be a very present blessing, if – that’s a big, little word – if we do as He says.  Had Israel not consecrated themselves as Joshua commanded, then the Lord would not have been able to do wonders for them in the morrow.  “Consecrate yourselves for the Lord will perform wonders tomorrow.”  The Lord would have still done wonders, but had they not consecrated themselves, they would have been unable to receive it.  We have learned something important and that is the Lord’s tomorrows always turn into todays, but what keeps us from sometimes personally receiving what the Lord is doing is that we sometimes don’t prepare and do what He told us to do before the tomorrow came.  

Later on, when Israel had suffered defeat because of Achan’s hidden sin and Joshua had flung himself face down before the Lord to seek out the reason why, the Lord spoke:

Josh 7:13 Get up! Consecrate the people and say, 'Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the LORD, God of Israel, "There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the devoted things from among you." ESV      

Say it with me, “Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow.”  In other words, God was saying, you are not yet ready for what I’m trying to do.  And the reason that they could not receive what God had promised in the tomorrow was because of hidden sin in their lives.  There are times that God puts off the reaping of His promises to tomorrow because we are not ready to receive them.  In fact, the only thing that can keep you from receiving His promises today is if you are not ready for them today.  Is anyone listening to this preacher?  Hear it:

The Lord’s tomorrows are always to give us time to prepare to receive.

The delay is on our side and not the Lord’s side.  He is the God of Today.  This is a favorable season; this is a day of salvation.  His arm is not shortened today.  As David said so should we be able to say, “Do as You have spoken.”
  His promises are Yea and Amen meaning that they are faithful and true sayings.  But we must be prepared to receive them today, or they become promises only for tomorrow.

· God will give you the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but you must first believe on Him, repent of your sins, and seek His Spirit with all of your heart.  

· God will heal your body, but you’ve got to step out in faith and call for the elders of the church and have them pray, anointing with oil as He has commanded and come with a repentant heart!

· God will deliver you, but you’ve got to soften your heart towards Him and seek Him!

· God will touch your future, but you’ve got to lean not to your own understanding today and obey the Word of God right now in this day!  

God’s Word is sure, and it’s up to God to decide when to fulfill it, but it’s up to us to believe Him today and to prepare today to receive it!  God will not ignore an unprepared vessel!  Consecrate yourself because tomorrow the Lord will do wonders.  If you will get yourself ready, you will find that the Lord’s tomorrow will always become todays in your life!

The scripture speaks to us strongly that it is a great truth:

Eccl 11:4 He who observes the wind will not sow, and he who regards the clouds will not reap. ESV    

If you wait until the conditions seem perfect to sow righteousness, then you never will do so!  The sign of some people’s life is “I’ll sow tomorrow.”  That’s the sign of someone who never reaps the good things of God because their lack of preparation keeps God’s promises of Today from every coming to pass.  He wants to give you a great harvest of righteousness, but you must sow today and prepare today and consecrate yourself today.  Some people are waiting until everything in their life is perfect before they serve God wholeheartedly.  They never will because when tomorrow comes, the sign will still read, “I’ll start tomorrow.”  Some people are waiting until they see deliverance to began to step out on God’s promises that bring deliverance.  Some people are waiting for all of the sun and the moon and the stars to align before they step out in faith and do something great for God.  They’ll believe tomorrow!  They’ll trust Him completely tomorrow!  They’ll yield tomorrow!  They’ll start living right tomorrow!  Free Crabs Tomorrow!  And by their inaction today, they push the promises of God from today to that fictitious tomorrow! 

I’m preaching to someone today:  go read the 26th chapter of Genesis sometime.  The first verse says that there was a great famine in the land.  But when you read the twelfth verse, you find that Isaac sowed his seed anyway, even in the midst of a famine and in the midst of a famine, the Lord blessed him and he reaped a hundred fold.  Even in a midst of a famine!  He did not regard the wind nor the conditions, but just did the part of the process that the Lord put on him to do – he sowed the seed – and when Isaac did the part that the Lord commanded that only Isaac could do, then the Lord came through for Isaac and did for him what only the Lord could do.  The Lord can give you growth, but the Lord will not plant your seeds for you.  The Lord can bless and heal, but you’ve got to till the ground of your soil, until the Word of Faith can germinate and grow.  The Lord’s promises are sure and true, yet if we do not act today and consecrate ourselves today, then we push them to a tomorrow that never comes.  But if I will act today!  If I will plant today!  If I will sow in righteousness and obedience today!  Then the Lord’s tomorrows will become my todays!

I’m preaching to some of you that you have not received the Lord’s entire blessing because you have not acted upon all of the Lord’s promises.  You have not received a financial blessing because you have looked upon the economic famine and not planted the seed of your tithes and offerings.  You have not received a higher anointing and calling because you have not consecrated yourself now, in a spiritual desert time.  You have not received the Holy Spirit because you have not truly prepared yourself by getting baptized in the name of Jesus Christ and truly repenting of your sins.  And so you have been affected by the deceitfulness of your sin into believing that the Lord cannot do what He has said that He would do.  But the issue isn’t with the Lord’s promises it’s with your obedience and consecration.  The only way that the Lord’s tomorrows never come is if we do not prepare ourselves to receive them.  Plant good things despite what you feel and what you see!  Obey despite what your flesh tells you!  Consecrate yourself and the Lord will do wonders tomorrow!  And the Lord’s tomorrows always become today!  His sign is promises fulfilled today!  Grace today!  Oh, that we would believe it!

______________________________________________________________________ 

Do you know what that means?  That means that the sign at Joe’s Crab Shack is good for something – it’s a good position to take about trusting God.  Free Crabs Tomorrow!  How long should I trust God to come through for me, preacher?  How long should I stand in obedience and believe Him for His promises?  How long should I be faithful in trusting His ways in my life?  How long should I sow righteousness, even if I haven’t seen instant results today?  Here’s the sign that you need to put up in the window of your doubt:  “I’ll quit tomorrow!”  “I’ll stop trusting God tomorrow!”  “I’ll give in and go back to my own devices tomorrow.”  Do it tomorrow, but in every day that is called today, trust Him and hold on!  It is true what Paul told us:

Gal 6:9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. ESV

There’s a big “if” there.  Why would you not hold on trusting the Lord?  Why would you not give Him the ability to work long-term results?  You know what you get by leaning to your own understanding; it’s a proven commodity of what you get when you do things your way.  Why sow more of that?  Why not keep doing good?  Why not keep obeying anyway?  What’s so wrong with living right?  In due season, we will reap, if we do not give up!  If you feel like quitting striving to be like Jesus, then you need to hang up a sign in your life:  “I’ll quit tomorrow!”  “I’ll quit serving Him tomorrow!”  I’ll stop obeying and heeding His voice, tomorrow!  Free Crabs Tomorrow!  Keep pushing ahead until you’ve made it in eternity!

It was a song that I heard as a child and I had to look up the lyrics to get them right.  It’s a country song, I think, that goes like this:

Kiss me each morning for a million years

Hold me each evening by your side

Tell you love me for a million years

Then if it don’t work out

If it don’t work out

Then you can tell me goodbye

Sweeten my coffee with a morning kiss

Soften my dreams with your sigh

Tell you love me for a million years

Then if it don’t work out

If it don’t work out

Then you can tell me goodbye

If you must go I won’t grieve

If you wait a lifetime before you leave

But if you must go I won’t tell you no

Just so that we can say we tried

Tell you love me for a million years

Then if it don’t work out

If it don’t work out

Then you can tell me goodbye.

· Neal McCoy

Most country songs give me stuff to preach against, but this is how I feel about my Jesus Christ.  He doesn’t ask for a million years, but He does ask for more than just a few days or weeks.  Why don’t you make up in your mind to quit tomorrow?  Why don’t you trust Him for a million years or so and then make up your mind how great He is?  Why not let Him prove His love and promises to you over eons of eternity and not judge Him over a few hours’ moments?  I’ve made up my mind:  I’ll live for Him and then make up my mind about Him the day after I die!  I’ll give myself wholeheartedly and then eternity look back and decide if it were the right decision!  Free Crabs Tomorrow!  I’ll quit only tomorrow!  And that’s a tomorrow that will never come!

______________________________________________________________________

Oh, how He wants to bless you today!  Really the onus is on you and I.  Will you consecrate yourself so the wonders of His tomorrow can become your reality?  Or will you just put Him off?  Will you say, “I’ll serve Him tomorrow?”  Free Crabs Tomorrow – that’s not the right approach to answering our Lord.  Some of you feel as if there is not a whole lot going on spiritually in your life, but you are in a crucial time because what you do and don’t do now will determine much about what you reap in the fall of this year and the start of next year.  

It’s another song, my favorite Christian song of all time.  They’ll never write another better.  It goes like this:

Jesus said, “Here I stand, won’t you please let me in.”

And you said, “I will – tomorrow.”  

Jesus said, “I am He, who supplies all your needs.”

And you said, “I know, but – tomorrow.” 

Ooh, tomorrow – I’ll give my life tomorrow!

I thought about today

But it’s so much easier to say,

“Tomorrow.”  Who promised you tomorrow?

Better choose the Lord today,

For your tomorrow very well might be today.

And who said that tomorrow would ever come for you?

Still you laugh and play and continue on to say…

Tomorrow, forget about tomorrow!  

Won’t you give your life today?

Oh, please:  Don’t just turn and walk away.

Tomorrow, tomorrow is not promised

Don’t let this moment slip away

Your tomorrow could very well begin today!

 --The Winans

Don’t be hardened by the deceitfulness and lies of sin!  Today is a favorable day for believing for God’s promises and today is the day of salvation.  Come consecrate yourself today so that the Lord can do wonders for you tomorrow!  It’s not Free Crabs Tomorrow!  It’s rather, Great Grace Available Today!  

� 2 Samuel 7:25





